
The enjoyment of beauty has a peculiar, mildly intoxicating quality of feel- 
ing...The science of aesthetics investigates the conditions under which things 
are felt as beautiful, but it has been unable to give any explanation of the nature 
and origin of beauty...Psychoanalysis, unfortunately, has scarcely anything to 
say about beauty either.

(Sigmund Freud, ‘Civilization and its discontents’ (1930), Civilization, Society and Religion: Group Psychology, Civ-
ilization and its Discontents and Other Works, trans. James Strachey (Harmondsworth: Penguin, 1985), pp. 270–71.)
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